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y suffers those with happy for-

ce — but it is 2 history not un-

like many across the state n this mo-

mentous year

‘Today, almost 40,000 students at

tend the USC system, including 26,000
on the main campus in Columbia.

SAM AND HUGH BARKLEY

The SC. Legidature mitorzed he
creation of South Carolina College in
fore the

Sam and Hugh Haroe, e o
ers of Elza Jane Barkley, were among
the college’s first students. Their
leather-bound books are battered and
browned with age and bear inked no-
tations of the men's names as well as
the dates they attended school
Sam Barkley's mathematics book
is two inches thick and needs its en-
tirefrontispiece to accommodte s
te:
M.\TH! MATICS
Pl
FROM THE BESF AUTHORS
AND INTENDED 0 BE T

OF THE COLR;E OF PRIVATE
LECTURES ON THESE SCIENCES
INTHE UNIVERSITY AT CAM-

SECOND EDITION
BY SAMUEL WEBBER, D.D.
AA et SPA SOC.
PRESIDENT OF THE UNIVER-
SITY OF CAMBRIDGE

rideys grammar ook ives
a flavor of th isting the con-
jugation of the verb “to love as L love
thou lovest; he loves. We love; ye or
youlove: they love® and says “a verb
is aword which signifies t b, to do,
or to suffer; as ‘T am, I rule, I am
ruled.” "

©OSMOND R. THOMPSON

‘The husband of Eliza Jane Barkley.
Thompson became a judge and lawyer
in Winnsboro. His college papers also
show he was a member of USC’s first
debating society, the Euphradians.

WALTER LOWNY
THOMPSON I

Walter Lowng Thompson I, son of
Osmond Thompson and brother of
Mary Grey Thompson. alo attended
UsC.

JOHN JACKSON NEIL I

Thompson’s sister, Mary Grey
Thompson, married John Jackson
Nel anther USC grd.

100, became a lawyer after his
graduation n 1897, tucying under his
uncle Osmond. His diploma bears the
Euphradian Society ribbon and the
date “Millesimo octigentesimo et sex-
agesimo septimo”

At the time of Neil's graduation.
students also received diplomas for
each school or discipline they had
studied.

Neil won parchment scrols from
the School of History. Political Phi-
losophy and Political Economy; the

Universitas ¢

“Araline: Australig

Mildred Neil has collected many items over the years that trace her family tree through USC.

School of Ancient Languages; and the
School of Natural and Mechanical Phi-
losophy
CHARLES HENRY NEIL
John Jackson Neil's son, Charles
Henry Neil graduated Phi Beta Kappa
in 1903, becoming an English profes-
sor and academic, mostly in Hawail
arles Neil was in Honolulu when
the Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor,
ducking into a doorway. He later suf-
fered a heart attack and had to
evacuated back to the mainland, a
journey that took 11 days because of
wartime security concerns.
ROBERT BRUCE NEIL,
‘CHARLES MCKEOWN NEIL
en Robert Bruce Neil, a nephew
of Charles Henry Neil, graduated from

usc in 194D bis 287.member grads-
ating was the largest in USC's

mury “Stl, all o the pames sl it
on a Sinchi-by-T-inch trifold com-
mencement program.

A newspaper artcle noted the size
of the class and said President J. Rion
MeKissick “spoke briefly to the grad-
uates, reminding them that ‘each and
every one of you is under heavy oblig-
ation 1 serve South Carolina in her
upbuilding. ... The state has a right

to expect from you the leadership for
which you have been trained here.

Neil earned a bachelor's of science

‘commerce, which sister-in-law Mil-

ed Nl says “qualified him to dig
ditches for the highway department
or the first summer after he gradu-
ated.” Neil then entered the military.
When he left, he took two more

for biology class. Sh

d
O T e A e
Gisan  Chan
Crarles MckKeawn Neil, another
cphew of Charles Henry Nl took
ks at USC after World War Il ut
id not eam a He and his wife,
Mildred, however, produced three
recocks. They were:

ANN ELIZABETH NEIL
BALLENTINE,
REBECCA FRANCES NEIL

ABRAHAM,
CHARLES JOHN NEIL SR.

1f you ask Ann Ballentine to re-
member one standout day at USC,
shell tell you about the day when she.
had to caich the city bus from home,
carrying a ftal pig she was dissecting

tnctlyhaing no roublegting st
toherelf th &
gm e st at USC
in 1959 and e i 1962 after
two years and eght months —with a
teaching degree, a Phi Beta Kappa key
and a new husband, Charles Ballen-
tine Sr., who'd graduated from USC
in 1957. Ann Ballentine also received
her master's degree in education from
USC in 1965.
She and her husband, u\ane;
have gnne to US(

ligiously” for 41 year

‘Ann Balentine's sister, Rebecen
Neil Abraham, received a bachelor's
in education in 1972. She, too, mar-
ried midway through her college ca-
reer — her boyfriend went to Vietnam,
and she quit school.
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“My dad sald he
would pay for any
school I wanted
to go to, as long
as it was
Carolina.”

ip Ballentine,
who graduated from USC in 1989

“When he came back, lﬁmshed'
she says.

“Amon Becky Abrahan's meno-
ries: the tennis courts, hamburgers at
the Dairy Bar and food in the Russell
House, which she ate only if she had
to.

“1 was there when Scot
shoaing baskets in he old field
calls. “He was blind in
oo ot ot it

Brother Chuck lived at home and
worked his way to a degree in me-
chanical engineering in 1980. He mar-
ried Susan Mann, who earned an as-
sociate's degree in secretarial science
from USC in 1974.

When the two weren't studying,
Mann would watch Neil tinker with
his car.

Neil remembers some of his e
fessors but says he would just as.
forget others. One odd moment e
calls occurred when he was ushering
s e e el Caciog
Coliseum:

“I almost tripped over Michael
Jackson, because he was coming out
of the dressing room when I was go-
ing down the hall. He was about 6 or
8,and his brothers were chasing him."

WILLIAM
BALLENTINE JR.,
ELIZABETH NEIL

BALLENTINE GIERHART

AND CHARLES JOHN NEIL

JR.
allentine, the son of Ann and

charles Pilng O e
ting degree from USC in 1989. He

married fellw graduste Cludia Beck,

who earned a bachelor’s degree from

USC inappied professional sciences

“My dad said he would pay for any

school I wanted t0 g0 10, as Toog o5

Ballentine's sister, Elizabeth, also
earned an accounting degree from
USC — in 1992, Her mother says that

since Chip, Beth and her husband all
cam 's the
family’s

John Neil, the son of Susan and
Charles NeilSr. is a freshman at USC
this fall. Though he loves the school,

e isn' really sure he has “gamnet and
bk tise”

And he doesn't remember receiv-
ing any long, rah-rah speeches in-
tended to persuade him to choose the
school.

It just seemed the place to go.

As his Aunt Becky would say: “We
just grew up with Carolin

istine Schweickert reports on

USC. Call her at (803) 771-8488
or (800) 288-2727; or send e-mail
to cschweickert( thestate.com.
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